
ENVELOPING
SCHEMAS IN PLAY

O f fe r  e m p t y  b oxe s  to
f i l l   w i t h  b i t s  a n d  p i e c e s ,

W r a p p i n g  p a p e r  fo r
p re s e n t s .  C r a y o n s  a n d

p a p e r  fo r  s c r i b b l i n g  a n d
e n eve l o p i n g  p i c t u re s .  

“Make a time capsule with
your child. Find special items,
pictures and art work to bury
and dig up years later.”

Giving children boxes to hide toys and other
loose parts wil l  develop their understanding of
enveloping. 

Teaching children to write and send letters can
also be useful .  Putting pictures and other items
in envelops shows them how to keep things
private. 

Very young children may draw on
walls or other items. They may hide
objects and forget where they put
them l ike keys or phones. Keep
these tpyes of objects some place
safe. Al low children to help with
making and wrapping presents. 

Children l ike to dress up. Offering clothes
to wear and bandages to wrap up people
and toys can also develop the enveloping
schema. 

An interest in enveloping (wrapping)

themselves or objects. 

In this schema children are trying to

work out what happens if they

wrap/hide something. Internally they

are experimenting and asking questions

like 'Can I still see it? Can I feel it?

What if I wrap it in a different

material?'


