
TRAJECTORY
SCHEMAS IN PLAY

The  tra jec tory  schema  i s  an
in terest  in  how th ings  move .
The  most  fami l i ar  tra jec tory  in
bab ies  i s  repeated ly  dropp ing
th ings  from the  h ighcha ir.  
Tra jec tory  can  ar ise  and  be
supported  in  many  d i f ferent
ways .  Observe  carefu l ly  a t
what  the  ch i ld  i s  do ing  to  f ind
ways  to  deve lop  the ir
in terests .  

U s e  o l d  re m o te s ,
c o m p u te rs , ke y b o a rd s  e tc

to  m a ke  b u t to n s .  G re a t
fo r  i m a g i n a r y  p l a y

e s p e c i a l l y  i f  y o u r  c h i l d
h a s  a n  i n te re s t  i n  ro c ke t s

&  p l a n e s  e tc .  

“Using tools (with adult
supervison) like hammers are
great to further this schema and
improve hand eye coordination.”

Trajectory can develop through a desire for
physical activity into ski l ls l ike throwing,
catching and kicking, Great for children
developing sports related skil ls.

Trajectory can also evolve from an interest in
science, math and engineering exploring how
things move and operate l ike trains, planes,
& rockets.

Trajectory can be explored in
dangerous ways through throwing
toys, food, hitting others, biting and
spitting. It  is important to support
children and help them move
towards safe and engaging ways to
explore trajectory and not simply
punish them.

Young children love exploring how objects
move in the wind l ike bal loons. These
tpyes of objects move in unexpected ways
with random trajectories. 


